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THE STORY OF TWO SURVIVING COLONIAL CHURCHES 





King James I 


IN THE OLDE COUNTY OF NANSEMOND AND 
A CEMETERY FORGOTTEN, NOW RECLAIMED 


PART THREE 


King James VI of Scotland, the son of Mary Queen of Scots, although 
he did not formally protest his mother’s execution by Queen Elizabeth, 
ascended the throne as James I, the first Stuart King of England in 1603. 
Being well educated, and a theologian, to avert a religious civil war, placed 
the Anglican church as the formal Church of England, adopted the Common 
Book of Prayer, and authorized a new translation of the Bible known as the 
King James version. The Common Book of Prayer of 1559, commonly called 
“The Hampton Court Book” was the third edition, and was revised from the 
1552 version to be “less Protestant”, King James I revised the 1559 version, 
and it was carried by the settlers to Jamestown in the early 1600’s. Religion 
and Law were strange bedfellows in the 17" c., and The Common Book of 
Prayer was required to be used in every sermon in every church in the colony, 
under serious penalties if not administered to. Outside of the Anglican 
Church of England, and Great Britain under James I, all others such as 
Catholics, Puritans, and Jesuits were “Separatists”’ or ’Independents”’, and 


unlawful to congregate. (cont’d. page 4) 








MEET YOUR HISTORIAN 


Kermit Hobbs was born in Suffolk and grew up in old 
Nansemond County. He graduated from Chuckatuck High 
School and later earned his BS degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Virginia Tech. He and his wife, Earlene, 
have two sons and five grandchildren. 


The majority of Kermit’s professional career was 
spent at Hobbs-Adams Engineering Company, the family 
business, which later became Amadas Industries. His titles 
ranged from product design engineer to Production 
Manager to Executive Vice President. 





Oliver aa Hobbs, Jr. 

After his retirement from Amadas in 2009 Kermit formed Pathfinder Associates 

LLC, where he currently provides mediation services. In Suffolk, Norfolk, Portsmouth, 

and Chesapeake General District Courts he has mediated more than 200 lawsuits. He 
recently opened an office in Suffolk where he performs private mediations. 


Kermit has been active in many organizations, including First Baptist Church, 
Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society, Paul D. Camp Board of Directors, Nansemond 
Suffolk Academy Board of Directors, Riddick’s Folly Board of Directors, Suffolk 
Vocational Education Advisory Council. He is currently president-elect of Suffolk Foun- 
dation Board of Directors. 


Kermit recalls the days when he was growing up in the Eastover neighborhood, 
playing in old Civil War trenches in the woods and finding arrowheads and Minie Balls 
in the fields around his home. Those experiences, along with the stories of olden times 
passed down to him by family members, stimulated his lifelong interest in history. 


When Kermit returned home after college, he learned that a Historical Society 
was being formed by local history buffs in Suffolk. He and his family enthusiastically 
became charter members. Through Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society, he learned 
how the trenches came to be in the woods and who the natives were who made the 
arrowheads in his collection. His interest was piqued such that he eventually put 
together a short history of the Civil War in Suffolk entitled Storm Over Suffolk. This was 
well received, and he eventually authored and co-authored several other 
publications, including Suffolk: A Pictorial History; Suffolk: A Celebration of History; 
Siege of Suffolk; and The Murder of Tiberius Gracchus Jones. 


Kermit continued his involvement with Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society, and 
the rest of the story, as they say, is history. 








HAPPENINGS AT HEADQUARTERS 


MEET YOUR VOLUNTEERS 


Chris is a Suffolk native who spent most of his 
youth and adult life in Poquoson, Virginia, returning to 
Suffolk in 2015. He is the oldest son of Roland 
(deceased) and Patricia Brinkley Claud, who were born 
and raised in Suffolk. He has three grown children, 
and is expecting his first grandchild in January 2019. 
He retired from Newport News Shipbuilding in Decem- 
ber 2017 with 30 years of service and began volunteer- 
ing at SNHS shortly thereafter. He enjoys spending 
time with his family, reading, movies, documentaries 
and anything related to history. 


Chris manages the SNHS Twitter page, which has 
over 2,000 followers. To date, he has volunteered 
500+ hours at SNHS where he is_ primarily focused on 
research and archives. 





Debra is originally from Girard, Ohio and served 20 
years in the United States Air Force as a dental techni- 
cian. Her husband, Richard, retired from the Air Force 
last December which brought them to the Suffolk area. 
She started her graduate program in Library Science last 
year through St. John’s University in New York. 


She found her way to SNHS while looking for an 
object to research for an assignment and felt that 1t was 
a good fit with her degree plan, with plenty of work and 
learning opportunities. She is planning to graduate next 
year. To date, Debra has volunteered over 100 hours at 
the Phillips-Dawson House, while working on catalog- 
ing and archives. 


PAST 


PERFECT 


MUSEUM SOFTWARE 





ANNUAL FALL DESSERT 


Our annual Fall Member's Dessert 
Meeting took place on Monday, October 
Sth. Over fifty came out to welcome New 
York Times best selling author, Kath- 
leen Grissom to the Phillips-Dawson 
House and to Suffolk. 


Kathleen shared about her inspiration 
to write The Kitchen House and Glory 
Over Everything. She spoke with such 
dignity and emotion. Giving insight in- 
to her third novel, which she is writing 
now, that focuses on a Crow Native 
woman. Kathleen also signed books for 


Kathleen Grissom 


The Board of Directors made a deci- 
sion to open this meeting to the public. 
Many new faces attended, some of 
whom did not even know there was a 
historic society in the area. Hopefully, 
they will decide to join the membership! 


Many desserts were served in the din- 
ing room. The aroma of chocolate and 
cider filled the house. Thanks to all 
who baked and brought their treats to 
share. 





THE STORY OF TWO SURVIVING COLONIAL CHURCHES 


In January of 1642, Sir William Berkeley, a 
Loyalist Cavalier, arrives in Virginia, and begins his 
first term as governor and captain general of the 
colony, as the English Civil War begins in Great 
Britain. Governor Sir William Berkeley, relatively 
new to his office and fiercely loyal to King Charles I, 
the son of King James I, found himself in a precarious 
position. Richard Bennett, who was a Puritan, was a 
t | formidable man, of considerable wealth and influence, 
2 not to mention in control of a large percentage of the 
trade and import of individuals to the colony. In the 
years from 1628 to 1642, Richard Bennett had 
imported a large percentage of the population to 

Sa aes Virginia of Puritans, as well as ministers. With the 
Sir William Berkeley Civil War in England opposing King Charles I, and the 
Anglican church of England, governor Berkeley sought to prevent such a condition of religious 
nonconformity in the Virginia colony, and was ordered to do so. In 1643, governor Berkeley 
and the General Assembly agreed to legislation ordering all nonconformists or separatists 
“shall be compelled to depart the colony with all convenience’’, and in the Act of 1643, to build 
churches of the Anglican Church of England, to force out the separatists’ Puritan churches, 
ordering all ministers to swear an oath of allegiance to the Church of England, and read from 
the Common Book of Prayer. Those that did not conform would be expelled from the colony. 
In that year of 1643, Governor Berkeley grants to the West/Chuckatuck parish a new brick 
church, which was the first brick church. Presumably, the intention was intimidation of 
Richard Bennett and Percival Champion’s First Glebe Church almost directly across the 
Nansemond River, which by all accounts, was a Puritan separatist nonconformist church not 
adhering to the General Assembly legislation. 





Both, Puritans and the Loyalist Anglicans were exerting 
a strenuous and continuous effort to prevent violent conflict. 
As tensions rose, the Algonquians launched a surprise attack on 
18 April 1644, killing more than the 1622 massacre. Close to 
400 men, women, and children were slaughtered. The records 
of Percival Champion in Great Britain disappeared near the 
latter part of 1643 from the Guildhall Library in the City of 
London. This caused a pause in the hostilities of religion, 
with interest of retribution by reprisal attacks on the 
Algonquians, but not for long. On 3 January 1645, the 
Parliament in England, weighed heavily of Puritan interests 
during the Civil War against King Charles I, who passed a law 
abolishing the Common Book of Prayer in the services of the 
Church of England. 





King Charles I 


By March 1645, the news had reached the colony of Virginia, and Governor Berkeley 
moved quickly against a personal target of his displeasure. The Reverend Thomas Harrison, who 
had been Governor Berkeley’s chaplain and was a Puritan minister, previously adhering to the 
legislation, had as minister of Lower Norfolk County’s Elizabeth River Vestry stopped reading 
from the Common Book of Prayer and administering the Sacrament of Baptisme according to the 
Canons and orders prescribed. This quickly embroiled him in the fracture of the Vestry. He was 
charged in April 1645 with criminal nonconformity. For months, the Vestry debated his fate and 
the direction of the church, as it was a mix of both Loyalists and 
Puritans. They came to no conclusion. Reverend Thomas Harrison 
proclaimed himself a Puritan and moved from the Elizabeth River 
Vestry to Nansemond County in 1647, becoming the minister of the 
East Church. This wood plank church on the east side of the 
Nansemond River is mentioned in the General Court records prior 
to 1642 and in 1648, Governor Berkeley dissolved the East/Glebe 
Church for being a separatist church with a congregation of 118. He 
issued arrest warrants for Reverend Thomas Harrison and the 
officers of the church as non-conformists. The West/Chuckatuck 
Church was by all accounts loyal and remained so. 


The second Civil War in England ended with Oliver 

Cromwell’s victory at Preston in August of 1648. This led to the 

Oliver Cromwell beheading of King Charles I outside the Banqueting House at the 

Palace of Whitehall in London on 30 January 1649. This would have serious ramifications for the 
Virginia Colony on 12 March 1652. 
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PROJECT FUNDRAISE 
A smashing success! 


When we started Project Fundraise-Fence Project, little did we know that within three 
weeks all the funds needed would be raised. With the support of our members and our Twitter 
~— we raised or 100. 
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The photo below shows the project complete with of the removal of 
three dead trees, all debris and a brand new fence. Everyone who has 
ay seen the project has been pleased, especially those of us that use the city 
Be | prarking lot everyday. 
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-F. Through the fundraising portion, we were contacted by Boy Scout 
= | Troop 73, who volunteered to help us with clean-up. Members of SNHS 
grilled hotdogs for them outside and they consumed 42 in total! Our 
director gave them a brief tour of the Phillips-Dawson House, including 
Photos of past Boy Scouts in Suffolk, which thoroughly enjoyed. 





SNHS' sincerely thanks all those who got behind this project and 
believed in how good this could possibly be. Donations came in from all over the world, 
through membership, GoFund and PayPal. 





MEMBERS TWITTER 
SNHS has over 2,050 followers on Twitter, 
William & Victoria Clanton thanks to volunteer Chris Claud, who runs the Twit- 
Joe & Lynn Barlow ter account. This group of people saw our fundrais- 
ing need and over 75 of them donated to SNHS for 
Mr. & Mrs. Slade our fence project. These individuals were from all 
ic Pana conc over the United States, Canada and Europe. 
Cynthia Baker They have been extremely supportive of our 
efforts and many consider SNHS as their historical 
Betsy O'Connor society, even those who have never been to Suffolk. 
Kathryn Hake Some great friendships have been forged and many 


plan to visit in the next year. We thank them so 
Jennifer Presley much for believing in our project. 
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Jl COUNTING ON YOU! 





Are you a girl with a 
Star-Spangled heart ? 
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DONT DISCUSS: 


TROOP MOVEMENTS 
SSE sown see 


AND CHOOSE YOUR O 











DEFENSE BONDS 4 STAMPS 


wh 
ORANCH OF THE SERVICE 
Uncle Sam 


Our new exhibit, “OF F TO WAR” will open in December. It will feature 
memorabilia from the various wars listed on the flyer. We must never forget the 
sacrifices that were made, this exhibit will honor those sacrifices and the people who 

made them. You will not want to miss this exhibit. 


TOUCH-A-TRUCK, 
Train & Trick-or-Treat 


2018 


was a great success for the 
society , as well as the 
community! 


Over 950 people attended Touch- 
A-Truck this year at the Suffolk Sea- 
board Station Railroad Museum. It was 
a beautiful day for the families to par- 
ticipate in a hands-on event involving 
many types of vehicles. The crane, Go 
Fish for prizes and the Tattoo Booth 
were among some of their favorites. 


We sincerely thank the large 
team of people that it took to host this 
event and the City of Suffolk for their 
participation and support. 








Calendar of Events 


Afternoon Conversations 


SPEAKER SERIES 
LOCATION: 137 BANK ST. 


November 14 @ 2:00-3:00 PM 
“VIRGINIA WAR MUSEUM” 
with Chris Garcia 


HAMPTON ROADS WWI 


December 12 @ 2:00-3:00 PM 


*“CRITTENDEN-ECLIPSE VILLAGE 
PRESERVATION” 


Sponsored by Suffolk Public Library & 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
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In conjunction with Suffolk Tourism, their 
Historic Downtown Narrated Bus Tour 
will now include periodic stops at the 
Phillips-Dawson House for house tours. 


This year, we have conducted over 100 
tours of the facility, with visitors through- 
out the United States, Canada and France. 


You can sign up to take the tour yourself or 
tell a friend/family member that this 
historic tour is available. Please check 
their website for dates and availability 
throughout the year. 


https://www.visitsuffolkva.com 





ANNUAL SABE 


This year’s Annual Sale was a 
great success! Every year in 
September, SNHS conducts an 
Annual Sale at the Phillips 
Dawson House, led by Hazel 
White, Secretary. This is an 
important fundraiser for the 
| Society. Throughout the year, 
| members drop off tax 
| deductible items at the Phillips 
Dawson House, so that they 
may be sold in the sale. 


Thanks to all of you who 
took the time to donate for the 
sale and all who volunteered. 
Proceeds exceeded $1,300 
this year. 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


Within this box is a roster of Company “F’”’, 
Ath Virginia Infantry, with the date of all 
members as far as can ascertained, who 


have answered the “LAST ROLL CALL”. 





There is also a history of Company “F”, 
from the time it was first organized in 1878, 
until 1951 when it was presented at the an- 
nual reunion of “Smith’s Volunteers of 


World War I” in Suffolk, Virginia. 


This item will be on display in our upcom- 


ing exhibit, “OF F TO WAR”. 
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Phillips Dawson cftouse 
Venue CRentals 


She Phillips Dawson cftouse is available for clubs, tecep- 
\ tions, parties, meetings, 
| y speakers and even wed- 

: bi 

\ I a 


| . dings. 


) Gur facility can accommo- 
date up to 75 standing and 
40 seated. punquet-ware 
is available up to 40 and we 
§ have a full kitchen and bar 


»| | aztea for your convenience. 


— COC Wee have =a concert 
. | a h grand piano & plenty of 
room for other musical 
| equipment. Cihe back yard 
| area can also be used for 


an outdoor event. 


™! 
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Get cates for rental use 
is required during regular business hours. cihere are addi- 
tional fees for afte' hours use. We look forward to host- 


ing your next special event, a5 you make your own history. 


Coming NEXT Newsletter! 


=> Special THANK YOU edition ~ 


(featuring members, sponsors & volunteers) 


=> Part IV of our four-part series on: 
The Story of Two Surviving Colonial Churches 


= New Exhibit Opening ~ “OFF TO WAR” 
= Special Collections from our archives. 


=> MORE Afternoon Conversations speakers! 





Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
501(c)(3) Non-Profit 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Pretlow Henderson, President 
Stephanie Moore, Vice President 
Art Robb, Treasurer 
Tommy Arthur, Assistant Treasurer 
Hazel White, Secretary 
Kermit Hobbs, Historian 
Sandra Councill 
Kerry Holmes 
Steve Jackson 
Lee King 
Ralph Nahra 
Justin Sorensen 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Kimberly Blair Greene 


Return address/logo 


Return Service Requested 





HOURS OF OPERATION 
Monday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Tuesday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Wednesday CLOSED 
Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 
Saturday CLOSED 
Sunday CLOSED 


Check out our webpage: 


suffolkhistory.org oe 
Like us on Facebook: —— 
Facebook.com/snvahistory gy == 


Follow us on Twitter: 
twitter.com/SN VAhistory 
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